Vought A-7 Corsair II
The A-7 Corsair Tactical aircraft arrived in Vietnam, first with the Navy and USMC, then in 1970 with the U.S. Air Force.  For more than 15 years the Navy’s top guns swore by the Corsair.

The first prototype of this carrier-based attack bomber was flown on September 27, 1965, almost four weeks ahead of schedule, and initial deliveries to the Navy began on October 14, 1966.  The Navy flew more than 90,000 combat missions during the Vietnam War with 27 Corsair II equipped squadrons.  This airplane was a valuable light attack aircraft in both USAF and USN service.  In numerous bombing and gunnery competitions it constantly underlined its reputation as one of the most accurate strike aircraft ever built.  
The A7E Corsair II was powered by one 14,250 lb. thrust Allison TF41-A-2 turbofan, with a maximum speed (clean) of 698 mph at sea level, and tactical radius with typical weapon load of 700 miles.  The Allison was started with an Allied Signal JFS-100-13A jet fuel starter. Airplane armament was one 20-mm M61A1 multi-barreled cannon, plus up to 15,000 lb. of mixed stores carried externally.

A7 Corsair II
	QuickStats
	Dimensions
	Performance

	Designation:  A-7D Corsair II
	Length:  46 ft  1 in
	Powerplant:  1 x Allison TF41 turbofan engine providing 14,250 lbs of thrust

	Type:  Close Air-Support
	Wingspan:  38 ft  8 in
	Max Speed:  663 mph

	Manufacturer:  LTV
	Height:  16 ft  1 in
	Max Range:  3,044 miles

	Country:  United States
	Weight (Empty):  NA
	Service Ceiling:  33,500 ft

	Service Date:  1968
	Weight (Loaded):  39,325 lbs
	Rate of Climb:  NA

	Crew:  1
	
	


The A-7D is a single-seat, tactical close air support aircraft.  Although designed primarily as a ground attack aircraft, it also has limited air-to-air combat capability.  It was derived from the basic A-7 originally developed for the U.S. Navy.  The first A-7D made its initial flight on April 5, 1968 and deliveries of production models began on Dec. 23, 1968.  When A-7D production ended in 1976, 459 had been delivered to the U.S. Air Force.

The A-7D began to arrive in Thailand during the late summer of 1972.  By the end of October, the A-7D had taken over the combat close air support mission from the A-1E Skyraider.  The A-7D was also used during the closing months of the war as an escort on gunship missions and as a tactical bomber during the Linebacker II campaign.  The development of the Head-Up Display allowed the pilot to view all steering and attack information on a small display mounted above the main instrument panel between the windshield and the pilot’s line of sight.
In 1973, the Air Force began assigning A-7Ds to the Air National Guard, and by 1987 they were being flown by ANG units in 10 states and Puerto Rico.  The A-7D demonstrated its outstanding capability to attack ground targets while flown by the 354th Tactical Fighter Wing at Korat Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand, during the closing months of the war in Southeast Asia.  The Corsair II achieved its precise accuracy with the aid of an automatic electronic navigation and weapon delivery system.
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